
A quality education and well-developed skills are a passport to a better 
future for the people of the West. 
 
LeadWest is hosting the Western Region Education and Skills Forum to 
highlight the need to better equip the residents in Melbourne’s West for 
the  jobs / local employment imperatives, vital in underpinning this 
rapidly growing Region.  
 
The forum and opening keynote addresses will be followed by six 
industry focused workshop breakout sessions.  

Invitation to the Western Region 
Education & Skills  Forum 

Friday, 23th October 
7.30am—1.30pm 

 

Victoria University 
Convention Centre 

Gate 1, 460 Ballarat Rd 
Sunshine 

 

RSVP:  

By 12th October 2009 
 

Elizabeth Pyke: 

9317 5794 Or email  
elizabeth.pyke@leadwest.com.au 

 

IMPORTANT 

When responding, please nominate 

which workshop session you would 

prefer to join.  If no session is nominated, 

a session will be chosen for you.  

 

About LeadWest  
 

LeadWest Ltd was formed by the metropolitan Western Region Councils. Its board members consist of representatives from the 
Councils, Western Region business and educational facilities. LeadWest was formed to foster and undertake actions that support 
the sustainable growth and development of the Region. It builds on the existing social, economic and environmental capacity of 
the Region, to ensure a sustainable future for communities and businesses of the West. 

The Hon. Julia Gillard, Deputy Prime Minister 
Minister for Employment & Workplace Relations; Education, 
and Social Inclusion. 
Federal Education Minister Julia Gillard has been quoted as being 
aware that the western region needed more assistance - ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ 
is home to students who are as talented and as full of raw potential 
as those in any other part of the state.  Some may lack the advan-
tages of children from other suburbs, but if we get our education 
ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜΦέ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ  

Gillard will be addressing the Forum on the Education Revolution. 

Hon. Bronwyn Pike MP,  
State Minister for Education 
Bronwyn Pike was first elected in September 1999 to the seat of Mel-
bourne.  Minister for Education since 3 August 2007, Minister Pike is 
spearheading the $1.9 billion Victorian Schools Plan. Minister Pike will be 
addressing the Forum on re-skilling to meet the needs of the future. 

LeadWest would like to invite 
you to attend the  
Western Region  

Education & Skills Forum 

Prof. Elizabeth Harman, Vice-Chancellor Victoria University 
Prof. Harman has been Vice-Chancellor and President of Victoria University 
since 2003.  A fellow of the Institute of Public Administration, she has over 20 
years experience in government, industry and education. Prof. Harman will 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ±¦Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀǇǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎŜǾπ
eral industry clusters. 

Ms Sharan Burrows, ACTU President 
Ms Burrows studied teaching at the University of NSW and began her teach-
ing career in high schools around country NSW.  Sharan was active in the 
union movement Education sector and represented the AEU on the ACTU 
Executive through the 1990s.  Sharan was elected President of the ACTU in 
May 2000.   

Mr. Wayne Kayler-Thomson, CEO VECCI 
Wayne has extensive private and public sector senior executive manage-
ment and business experience in Tourism, Regional Economic Development 
and the manufacturing industry. He is a member of various Boards, Councils 
and Committees as well as an Adjunct Professor to the Victoria University 
Centre for Tourism & Services Research. Wayne will present an Industry 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΥ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀŘŀǇǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜέΦ 

{ƘŀǊŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ !/¢¦ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΥ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜέΦ 



Six Workshops to Choose From 
 

The Forum will break into workshop groups focusing on six key industries 
to highlight where specific education and skill strengths and challenges lie. 
 
Workshop No. 1  Manufacturing and Industry/Infrastructure 
FACILITATOR:  aǊΦ aƛŎƪ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ  
   Nufarm Ltd. 
 
Workshop No. 2  Transport & Logistics 
FACILITATOR: Ms Michelle Joy - Group Manager Organisational  

   Development Asia Pacific, Linfox Logistics. 
 
Workshop No. 3  Health  
FACILITATOR:   Ms Kathryn Cook - Chief Executive Officer, Western  
   Health. 
 
Workshop No. 4  Tourism & Image 
FACILITATOR:   Ms Jenny Gray - Director, Werribee Open Range Zoo. 
 
Workshop No. 5  Environment 
FACILITATOR:   Ms Anne Barker - Managing Director, City West Water. 
 
Workshop No. 6  Education 
FACILITATORS:   Ms Meg Hansen Principal Elect of Westbourne Grammar  
   and Mr. Tony Simpson, Principal of Copperfield College. 
 
IMPORTANT 
Please specify which workshop session you would prefer to participate in 
when making your booking as places are limited.  If no session is 
nominated, a session will be chosen for you. 
 

Western Region Education & Skills  
Forum 

7.30  Registration and hot canapé 

breakfast 

8.00 Move to Auditorium for wel-

come by Hon. Ralph Willis  

Chairman, LeadWest 

8.15 Deputy Prime Minister, the 

Hon. Julia Gillard delivers key-

ƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ 

8.40 Mr. Kayler-Thomson, CEO 

VECCI,  delivers keynote on 

Working with Industry: Working 

better to adapt our Work-

forceτIndustry perspective 

9.00 Ms Sharan Burrows, ACTU 

President,  responds with the 

!/¢¦Ωǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

with Industry: Working better 

to adapt our Workforce 

9.20 Prof. Elizabeth Harman, Vice-

Chancellor Victoria University  

delivers keynote and formally 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ ±¦Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƻŎǳπ

ƳŜƴǘ ΨwŜ-ǎƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩ 

9.40 Anton Mayer to thank speakers 

and give overview of workshops 

9.50 Workshops  

11.00 Workshop groups back to 

auditorium where Prof. Peter 

Creamer facilitates feed back 

session. 

12.00 Hon. Ralph Willis introduces 

State Minister for Education, 

Minister Bronwyn Pike 

12.05 State Minister for Education, 

.Ǌƻƴǿȅƴ tƛƪŜΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ - 

ΨaŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ 

12.25 Hon. Ralph Willis - thank you to 

guests and closes event 

12.30 
 
13.30 

Lunch and networking  

 

Forum closes 

Thursday, 23rd October 

7.30amð1.30 pm 


