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LeadWest's Annual General Meeting 
for the 2008/09 Financial Year was 
held at Tabcorp Park in Melton South 
on November 11, 2009.  The Hon 
Ralph Willis, LeadWest Chair and Lead-
West CEO, Anton Mayer delivered  
reviews of the 2008/09 year.  To read 
the Chairman and CEO reviews in detail please open the 2008/9 
LeadWest Annual  Report on its website at www.leadwest.com.au.  

The Hon Ralph Willis was re-elected unopposed as Independent 
Chair at the AGM  that also included the election of four non-
Council Directors.  This process resulted in the re-election of the 
previous four non-Council Directors - 

¶ Ms Anne Barker, Managing Director at City West Water; 

¶ Prof Peter Creamer, Vice Pro Chancellor, Industry & Community 
at Victoria University; 

¶ Mr Brian Masters, Operations Manager at Moonee Valley Rac-
ing Club; and 

¶ Mr Mick O'Donnell, Australian Operations Manager at  
Nufarm. 

 
 
¢ƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ [ŜŀŘ²ŜǎǘΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜπ
ments in 2008/09, please visit the LeadWest website. 
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[ŜŀŘ²Ŝǎǘ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ CƻǊǳƳ ƻƴ 
the 11th November 2009, immediately following its AGM.  The Strat-
egy Forum provided key LeadWest stakeholders with an opportunity 
for input into the strategic direction of the organisation for the up-
coming three year period. 

 

Mr Chris Wight, Manager, Housing Research, Spatial Analysis and Re-

search in the Department of Planning and Community Development 

delivered a presentation on the changing demographic profile of the 

region. This presentation set the scene for workshop discussion on 

the changes that have affected the region over the past five years and 

what the main issues were going forward.  To view workshop notes, 

that resulted from the forum, please visit the LeadWest website. 

LeadWest CEO met with TWU repre-
sentatives to address western region 
skills issues as well as garner support 
for the timely delivery of improved 
transport infrastructure. 
 
The west of Melbourne is increasingly 
seen as a key growth region for the 
transport and logistics industry. The 
TWU is supportive of assisting to de-
velop sustainable development of this 
important employment sector for the 
region. 
 

LeadWest Chair and CEO attended a 
networking evening with Hon Kevin 
Rudd Prime Minister.  
 
Key themes addressed by the PM in-
cluded the need to deliver on climate 
change via the ETS, the  stimulus sup-
port package to protect jobs and the 
education revolution. The PM spoke 
about the aspiration of raising educa-
tion and skill levels across Australia, as 
a means of better preparing our work-
force for the employment challenges 
of the new millennium. 

W E S T E R N  R E G I O N  S T R A T E G Y  F O R U M   

LeadWest meets with TWU 

K E E P  A U S T R A L I A  W O R K IN G  F O R U M 

LeadWest CEO joined other key western region stakeholders in the Keep 
Australia Working Forum held by the Department of Education, Employment 
and Workplace Relations (DEEWR).  
 
¢ƘŜ Iƻƴ Wǳƭƛŀ DƛƭƭŀǊŘ ōǊƛŜŦŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭǳǎ 
package as a means of reducing the impacts of the GFC and minimising  
unemployment.  
 
Issues that needed to be addressed in order to foster jobs growth within the 
region were highlighted at the Forum and possible strategies to tackle these 
issues were canvassed. 
 
The Forum was also used to highlight the recent appointment of the Local 
Employment Coordinator, Mr John Macdonald, by DEEWR to oversee jobs 
ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǎǳōǳǊōǎΦ 
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The Hon. Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister 



 

The LeadWest Western Region Education and Skills Forum was held 
on Friday 23 October 2009. LeadWest hosted the Forum to focus on 
and decipher ways key industry leaders, employers, employees,  
educators and the community can work together to heighten the 
level of education and skills in the region, in an effort to secure the 
ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎƛȄ  
industry focused workshops - Manufacturing, Industry and  
Infrastructure, Transport and Logistics, Health, Tourism and Image,  
Environment and Education to focus on the different industries that 
make up the region. The six powerpoint presentations to come out 
of the six workshops are available for viewing from the LeadWest 
website.  

Some of the keynote speakers included the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education, the 
Hon. Julia Gillard, Wayne Kayler-Thomson, CEO VECCI, Michelle Bissett, Senior Industrial Officer 
ACTU, Prof Elizabeth Harman, Vice-Chancellor Victoria University and the State Minister for Educa-

LeadWest CEO attended the recently held Western Metropolitan Councils 
Bi-Annual Forum hosted by Hobsons Bay Council.  
 
The Hon Julia Gillard, Deputy PM was the keynote speaker.  The Deputy 
taΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ƨƻōǎ 
via the stimulus package, the education reforms aimed at raising educa-
ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƻƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 
climate change via the adoption of the ETS. 

W E S T E R N  R E G I O N  E D U C AT I O N  &  S K I L L S  F O R U M 

Western Metropolitan Region Councils Bi Annual Forum  
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òEveryone shares the 

o b l i g a t i o n  a n d 

responsibility for the 

education of our 

young peopleó  
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The Melbourne Age has flagged the notion that Melbourne has become a society of increasingly intolerant, closed com-
munities often filled with misplaced paranoia about providing public housing for people in desperate need. Increasingly, 
proposals for new public housing developments have run into stiff opposition from local residents. 
 
The Age points to the latest case which occurred when hundreds of locals attended a public meeting last week to op-
pose a planned 49-apartment social housing development on the Nepean Highway in Bentleigh. The housing is to be 
used by women fleeing domestic violence or at risk of becoming homeless and the project is being fast-tracked by the 
State Government under Federal economic stimulus funding, as part of the $6 billion Social Housing Initiative. 
 
Local residents oppose the project because they say it will rob them of car parking spaces, despite the fact that the 30 
spaces allocated for the site have been judged as sufficient. The site is also near the Moorabbin train station. It has been 
reported that people at the meeting raised concerns about the ''types of tenants'' at the new housing.  What do they 
mean? 
 
The vocal stance of some of these residents follows that of a Frankston City Councilor who, in July, expressed concerns 
about a mixed-use public housing and affordable housing project proposed for the bayside suburb, and in February, 
when Premier John Brumby announced the State Government would take over planning control for a 160-unit public 
and affordable housing development after objectors slowed the project. 
 
The evidence suggests there is growing hostility towards public housing, yet the case for more such accommodation is 
overwhelming. There are almost 40,000 people on Victoria's public housing waiting list - a seven-year high - and that 
number is rising by 1000 every quarter. The massive demand is pushing many vulnerable people into substandard pri-
vate rooming houses.  
 
While Victoria's surging population has pushed up property prices, delivering a major boost in the value of many peo-
ple's homes, it has also led to increased rents and a shortage of rental accommodation. 
 
Victorian Council of Social Services, Chief Executive Catherine Smith says there is a housing crisis. Seventy per cent of 
renters are suffering housing stress by paying more than 30 per cent of their income on accommodation costs. She says 
resolving the lack of affordable rental accommodation cannot be left to market forces and that the Government has to 
intervene. The surge in the waiting list for public housing has coincided with a decline in recent decades in building new 
public accommodation. 
 
That is why the current opposition to public housing is not only disappointing from a community perspective but threat-
ens to derail an opportunity to increase the state's public housing stock at a time when it is so desperately needed. The 
Federal Government's stimulus package has provided Victoria with $1.5 billion to build 5000 new public housing dwell-
ings and the State Government has fast-tracked the approval for the developments through the planning system to 
speed job creation and ensure timely construction. 
 
Local communities must show a willingness to accept public and affordable housing in their patch, because at present 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ άbƻέΦ  tǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛŀƘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǳōǳǊōǎΣ ƴƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ 
used as a political football to encourage local discontent with the Government. 
 
Governments and communities have a responsibility to help those struggling to put a roof over their heads, be it 
women fleeing domestic violence or families down on their luck. Such people need somewhere to shelter as they re-
build their lives. They should not be left to the mercy of sometimes ruthless rooming house operators who provide 
shoddy accommodation at inflated prices. Nor should they have to sleep on the streets. 
 
 

T H E  P R O V I S I O N  O F  P U BL I C  H O U S I N GτA  K E Y  I M P E R A T I V E 
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LeadWest CEO met with Olex Custralia executives in 
Sunshine and briefed them on key developments and 
LeadWest imperatives for the west.  Olex Australia 
has a strong focus in the area of skills and are com-
mitted to long term manufacturing at their Sunshine 
operations. 

GPT Shopping Centre Fund and Highpoint Property 
Group who own Highpoint Shopping Centre which is 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ 
west, with over 400 stores, also expressed interest in 
joining LeadWest.  

LeadWest is happy to accept Olex Australia and High-
point Shopping Centre as members.  

LeadWest Joins Regional Development Australia Board 
 
LeadWest CEO, Anton Mayer, has been appointed to the 
Board of RDA ς Western Metropolitan Region. At its most 
recent Board meeting, LeadWest Directors expressed 
their strong desire that a RDA office be secured for Mel-
ōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘΦ 

LeadWest has written to Hon Jacinta Allan Minister for 
Regional Development supporting the establishment of 
ŀƴ w5!κw5± ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ 
support economic development and jobs creation initia-
tives in areas of high population growth. 

¢ƘŜ !ƎŜ Ψ²ŜǎǘΩ {ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 

LeadWest CEO attended the launch of the 
Western Metropolitan Logistics City report 
prepared by Victoria University.  

Officially launched by Hon Tim Pallas the Vic-
torian Minister for Roads and Ports, the  
report identifies significant opportunities in 
aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ment of integrated multi modal logistics fa-
cilities to streamline supply chains serving 
industry and consumers. 

Olex Aust. and Highpoint New Members of LeadWest Logistics City Report 

LeadWest CEO, Anton Mayer 

LeadWest has finalised arrangements with The 
Age to run a special supplement focusing on 
the renaissance that is occurring in Mel-
ōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎǳōǳǊōǎΦ  
 
The supplement will run on Sunday 7 February, 
нлмл ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘΩΦ 
Editorial coverage will highlight the west as a 
great place to live, work, visit and invest and 
will spotlight the key organisations driving 
growth in the west. 

Council Delegation to Canberra 

LeadWest will support its member Councils by 
facilitating their visit to Canberra in early 2010 
a i m e d  a t  s e c u r i ng  G o v e r n m e n t  
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘπ
ern suburbs. 
 
A Regional Project Priorities List will also be 
developed in partnership with Councils as a 
means of getting them considered in budget 
bids prior to the release of the 2010 Federal 
Budget. 
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