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On Tuesday 16 March, Mayors and 
CEOs of the Western Region Councils, 
together with LeadWest Chair and 
CEO, travelled to Canberra to meet 
with several local Federal MPs  
including Deputy Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard, Minister for Health Nicola 
Roxon, Minister for Employment and 
Workforce Participation and Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Disabilities Bill 
Shorten.   
 
The key issues, as raised by the West-
ern Delegation, included  social hous-
ing needs, transport infrastructure, 
investment in health care capital and 
services, community wellbeing, the 
National Broadband Network and  
initiatives to assist the region in  
employment and economic develop-
ment.   
 
The Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon. 
Julia Gillard and the Hon. Bill Shorten 
both commented to the delegation 
that they were pleased to see the  
region working together, that  
LeadWest had an important role to 
play in further advocating for the  
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ²ŜǎǘΦ 
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I N G 

 LeadWest with the 
support of Brimbank 

City Council will be holding a 
budget briefing for its key members 
and stakeholders on Monday 17 
May. The budget briefing will give 
Western Region stakeholders an 
opportunity to hear about how the 
State and Federal budgets going 
forward, will impact the region.  
 
¢ƘŜ IƻƴΦ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ 
cover the key aspects of the Federal 
budget whilst the Hon. Tim Pallas 
will cover key aspects of the  

Victorian State budgets.  

D E L E G A T I O N  T O  C A N B E RR A 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T 

L E A D W E S T 

L E A D W E S T  L T D .  

April 2010 

The Delegation to Canberra 



Toolern, east of Melton, is another precinct earmarked for employment 
generation and housing being established. 
 
Toolern will become a major residential and employment centre span-
ning 2,361 hectares, the new suburb will have an estimated 21,000 resi-
dential lots and provide accommodation for up to 58,000 people in four 
residential neighbourhoods, each with their own town  
centre. 
 
Toolern has been master planned to attract an estimated 20,000 jobs to the region and is one of the big-
gest growth precincts in Melbourne. It will transform Melton into a major urban centre for the west, with 
a major new activity centre, railway station and local jobs.  
 
Taylors Hill West is a smaller residential community to the west of Caroline Springs, planned to cater for 
around 6,700 people with a proposed school, local town centre, community facilities and active recrea-
tion areas. 
 
Melton North represents a modest expansion to the residential community of Melton and will provide 
homes for around 3,000 people on an estimated 1,100 new residential lots. It will also have a local town 
centre. The Growth Areas Authority is currently resolving submissions following public exhibition, with a 
Panel hearing due shortly and a decision expected by mid-year. 
 
Transport is critical to new development in the Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Area, including the Re-
gional Rail Link. V-Line services will now reach Melton with work due to start this year on a new station 
at Caroline Springs. The line is also earmarked for duplication into the future. 
 

 

W Y N D H A M  G R O W T H  A R E A 

M E L T O N- C A R O L I N E  S P R IN G S  G R O W T H  A R E A  

Lƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘΣ Ƨƻōǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
of strategic planning work. 
  
Truganina Employment precinct in Wyndham is 
a site of more than 1,100 hectares that is criti-
cal to the development of large-scale employ-
ment in the region. The Precinct is one of Mel-
ōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
nominated as an area of state significance. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Planning Minister, Justin Madden recently 
approved an amendment to the  
Wyndham planning scheme to help drive the 
development of the Precinct that will include a 
ƴŜǿ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ Ƙǳō ŦƻǊ YƳŀǊǘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
New Zealand operations. 
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A new residential community at Truganina South is 
expected to open up more than 2,500  houses and 
will become home to an estimated 7,000 people.  
 
Work on four structure plans in the Wyndham Vale 
area in the west of the growth area is  underway.  
 
These structure plans will see more than 1,000 hec-
tares of residential land yielding well over 10,000 
lots when complete. 
 
Overall, Wyndham is projected to grow to more 
than 270,000 people in the next 20 years. This will 
ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴŜŘ ōȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
major new rail line in 80 years, the Regional Rail 
Link, which will run from the west of Werribee to 
Sunshine and onto Southern Cross Station. 
  
The Regional Rail Link will have the capacity to run 
more than 20 peak-hour trains, servicing an extra 
9,000 regional and suburban passengers every 
hour.  
 



Key results of the DEEWR Survey are as follows: 

¶ Unemployment in the region has risen, with the three month average unemployment rate for January 

2010 increasing to 7.0 per cent from 3.9 per cent in January 2009. 

¶ While North West Melbourne remains an area of high disadvantage, the survey results suggest that labour 

market conditions may be improving.  

¶ Recruitment activity has strengthened and a significantly larger proportion of employers  

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ 

¶ In line with the higher unemployment rate, employers reported on average, an increased level of compe-

tition for vacancies.  The level of unfilled vacancies, while remaining relatively low at 4.9 per cent, was 

slightly above the level recorded last year.  Notably higher levels of unfilled vacancies were reported for 

Technicians and Trade Workers, and Machinery Operators and  

Drivers. 

¶ A high proportion of filled vacancies (22 per cent) were filled with applicants who required  

further development.  Despite this, less employers reported that recruitment was difficult  

compared with last year. 

¶ Employers still appear to be relatively cautious about the future with just 44 per cent expecting to recruit 

in the coming 12 months which is only marginally above the 39 per cent who expected to recruit when the 

area was surveyed in May 2009.   

D E E W R  S U R V E Y  O F  E M P LO Y E R S '  R E C R U I T M E N T  E X P E R I E N C E S ,  N O R T H  
W E S T E R N  M E L B O U R N E  ( FE B R U A R Y  2 0 1 0 ) 

L E A D W E S T  A T T E N D S   T RA N S P O R T  B R I E F I N G  O N  
M E T R O  R A I L  T U N N E L 

S H I R E  O F  M E L T O N  B U S IN E S S  
A W A R D S 

LeadWest again participated as a judge in the 2010 
Powercor Melton Business Excellence Awards, in the  
categories of Trade and Construction and  
Community Organisation. The quality of applications 
submitted to the Powercor Melton Business Awards 
was extremely high and the enthusiasm shown by 
the businesses is a credit to the region.  

The Powercor Melton Business Excellence Awards 
presentation gala was held on 16 April 2010, at  
Witchmount Estate Winery, Rockbank. 
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979fm Melton Community RadioτWinners at the Awards 

¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ aŜǘǊƻ 
Rail Tunnel project, a major new rail tunnel between 
Dynon Road in the west to St Kilda Road, intersecting the 
CBD will represent a major urban redevelopment.  
  
This new underground link will benefit the metropolitan 
rail network by creating more rail capacity in the inner 
city.   The project is currently in the development phase 
and undertaking option evaluation to determine the best 
route and station locations. These new stations will be the  
catalyst  for  new urban development  in and around the 

central area as well as further stimulating the  
economy. 
  
Key speakers at the briefing were:  

- Mr Eric Keys, Project Leader, Melbourne Metro Rail 
Tunnel Project, Public Transport Division, Depart-
ment of Transport 

- Mr Halvard Dalheim, Director  State Strategy, Plan-
ning Policy and Reform Division, Department of 
Planning and Community Development. 



As part of its commitment to support local jobs growth, 
LeadWest has joined with its key member Councils to 
provide sponsorship for the EDA Victorian Conference 
held at Moonee Valley Racing Club on 23 April, 2010.  

LeadWest CEO joined other key stakeholders for a brief-
ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ά{ƘŀǇƛƴƎ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ  
¢ŀǎƪŦƻǊŎŜέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ нлмл ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƪŜȅ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ 
ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƪŦƻǊŎŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ŝƴπ
gagement with other key decision makers, including gov-
e r n m e n t ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  
community.  
 
The briefing was hosted by key LeadWest member, Tel-
stra. 

ά{I!tLbD a9[.h¦wb9 ¢!{YChw/9έ  

L E A D W E S T  T O  A U S P I C E  T H E   
E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  A  RE G I O N A L  

L E A D W E S T  T O  H O S T  M E MB E R S  A T  L U N C H E O N  O N  ά¢h²!w5{ ! 
{a!w¢9w 9/hbha¸έ  

LeadWest is hosting a table for members to attend a 
luncheon to hear  keynote speaker Glen Borehan, CEO 
ƻŦ L.a !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ψƛǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴπ
vesting in the infrastructure it needs to compete in the 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩΦ   

Glen Boreham will also discuss the urgent need to build 
intelligence into the systems that enable productivity - 
communications, transport, energy and water. If infra-
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ΨŘƛƎƛǘŀƭƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŜΩ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛπ
cate problems, give us information to make better deci-
sions and reduce our current systemic inefficiencies. 

Under the vision for Werribee Plains initiative, a West-
ern Region Sustainability Framework report was devel-
oped to serve as a blueprint  in  
assisting key regional bodies to take actions appropri-
ate to supporting sustainable development covering 
energy, water and bio diversity. 
 
LeadWest will auspice the setting up of a Western Re-
gion Sustainability Group with representatives drawn 
from Councils and other key regional bodies (including 
Victoria University, City West Water) to ensure the key 
findings imbedded in the Sustainability  Framework 
report are pursued. 

L E A D W E S T  S P O N S O R S  E CO N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  A U S T R A L IA  ( E D A )  
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{I!tLbD a9[.h¦wb9Ω{ Cw9LDI¢ 
F U T U R E S  D E B A T E 

LeadWest Chair and CEO attended the Dept of Trans-
port convened launch of the discussion paper on 
ά{ƘŀǇƛƴƎ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ CǊŜƛƎƘǘ CǳǘǳǊŜǎΦ 
 
LeadWest has been supportive of the Victorian govern-
ments ambitions of developing a number of intermodal 
terminals to serve the growing freight task in Mel-
bourne. 
 
aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
the location of one of these intermodal terminals. 

Consider the following - 

ω DǊƛŘ ƛƴŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ƭƻƻǎŜ мл҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ 
electricity before it reaches homes and business;  
ω /ƻƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ϸмм 
billion sitting in traffic every year - not counting the cost 
of petrol or the negative impact on the environment; 
ω ¢ƘŜ aǳǊǊŀȅ DƻǳƭōǳǊƴ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŀǎǘŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
water than Melbourne uses in a year. 

www.leadwest.com.au 



[ŜŀŘ²ŜǎǘΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ /9h ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
briefings of Councillors and executives of member 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘ²ŜǎǘΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ 
over the last six months and highlighting the key priori-
ties for 2010. 
 
Being an election year for both State and  
Federal governments compet i t ion for  
financial support for important local western projects 
will be fiercely contested from other regions across 
Australia and Victoria. 

 
L E A D W E S T  C E O  A T T E N D S  W E S T L I N K  C O M M U N I T Y  R E F E R E N C E  G R O U P  

LeadWest Directors attended the Directors Annual Strat-
egy Meeting in early April at Nufarm offices in Laverton.   
¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ 
in shaping the future direction of LeadWest and key is-
ǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
2010/11 Business Plan. 
 
Directors also drew upon the breadth of information  
collected at the LeadWest regional stakeholder  
strategy forum held at Melton on November 2009. 

L E A D W E S T  E X E C U T I V E  BR I E F  
C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S   

L E A D W E S T  D I R E C T O R S  ST R A T E G Y  
M E E T I N G  A T  N U F A R M 

LeadWest joined other key western community stakeholders at the com-
munity reference group meeting of WestLink. A tour of the proposed 
corridor for the key piece of infrastructure was conducted by the Linking 
Melbourne Authority. 
 
The Westlink project involves a tunnel linking Dynon Road and Footscray 
Road in the Port of Melbourne precinct with Geelong Road and Sunshine 
Road in West Footscray.  In addition, there are also future plans to extend 
Westlink to make a connection with the Western Ring Road. 
 
Westlink will aim at significantly reducing trucks off local streets as well 
as improving access for heavy vehicles to the Port of Melbourne and pro-
vide for an alternate crossing of the Maribyrnong River.  

LeadWest Board 
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